
This Week’s Scripture: John 11:45-87 (God’s sovereign plan 
through the death of his son) 

Main Points Today: 

1. Stay in awe of the power that the resurrection holds for 
your life. 

2. Substitution is at the core of Christianity. 
3. God used the death of Jesus to sovereignly provide unity to 

a diverse church.  

Introduction:  Talk as a group about some examples of how you 
have seen people simply refuse to believe the obvious.  You know, a scenario where someone had so much evidence in 
front of them that clearly proved something, and yet they still didn’t get it…or worst yet, simply refused to believe out of 
self-preservation, pride or power.  

Discussion Point 1 (Stay in awe of the power that the resurrection holds for your life) 

I am sure you have heard it said that “American’s have short memories.”  Often a political reference to repeating 
mistakes or denying signs of things that have happened before in our country.  However, Christians can also be 
guilty of having “short memories” when it comes to their relationship to Jesus.  What are some examples of this 
you have witnessed? 

Hypothetical Scenario:  You are out with a group of friends.  A couple that has recently moved to the area has 
joined you for the evening.  During the outing, the conversation about God comes up and the couple mentions 
that they are agnostic for the most part, but appear interested in the conversation.  They hear you speak about 
your belief in Jesus and the power of his resurrection in your life and ask why you why you believe that and how 
does such a belief really help you in life. 

Discuss as a group how you should respond.  Keep in mind the environment of the situation (place, 
people, time, etc.) and speak to the potentials and limitations of those on the scenario as well. 

Discussion Point 2 (Substitution is at the core of Christianity): 

How can, or do, you utilize the principle of substitution in your Christian walk? 

What is the practical value of this principle in our lives today? 

Discussion Point 3 (God used the death of Jesus to sovereignly provide unity to a diverse church): 

What does the term “diverse church” mean in this discussion point and how did the death of Jesus bring unity to 
it? 

Do you believe churches today are more united or divided?  Why? 

What is something that we can do to bring more unity between churches or members we know of other 
churches in the area? 

 

 

 

Todd opened today’s sermon with an emphasis on textual work and prayer time.  Both are very 
important to our relationship with Christ.  However, there is tremendous practical application to 
scripture time, prayer time…and small group time.  That application comes from the foundation of 
preparation that come baked in with such efforts.  We are only as effective in our jobs as our 
knowledge, training and experience allow us to be…the same goes for walk with Christ.   

Consider this week how prepared you are for unplanned conversations such as the one discussed in 
the hypothetical scenario.  However, also consider how you can plan such conversations with people 
who are on your prayer list.  Then move forward on your plan!  We all have daily opportunities to 
witness and be God’s light in the world. 

Living It Out 


