
This Week’s Scripture: John 12:37-43 (Seek the Approval of God) 

Feet to Faith Review:  Who identified any human idols (celebrities, 
hero’s, etc.) they were giving more time and resources to than their 
investment in Jesus?  Discuss. 

Main Points Today: 

1. Don’t avoid the problem of unbelief 
2. Seek the approval of God, not man. 

Introduction:  Have you ever had a situation in which you are trying 
to explain something to someone and no matter how much clear information and examples you give…they just don’t get 
it or believe it?   What has your experience been with this?  Discuss as a group.  

Discussion Point 1 (Don’t avoid the problem of unbelief) - John 12:37-41 

 Unbelief.  This is exactly what we read about today as Pastor Todd reviews John chapters 1-12 to get to where we are 
today and seeing so many not believing even after all the evidence and witnessing has been presented.   

Discuss as a group why you think so many people still reject Jesus, then and now, even after all the evidence is given? 

This week and last week we were given examples of people “missing” Jesus.  The Bible uses such terms as “hardened 
their hearts and blinded their eyes”, as it being something God chose to do to them.  Does God actively blind people, or 
harden their hearts to knowing Jesus?  If so, why? 

**READ JOHN 12:38** - We all have the freedom of choice when it comes to choosing to believe in Jesus.  What roll 
does free will play regarding fulfillment of prophecy? 

**READ ROMANS 1:19-20** - Paul tells us in Romans that all men are without excuse for recognizing God because of all 
the things in creation and around us every day.  What are some things that you see in nature and life that you feel are 
clear evidence of God? 

Discussion Point 2 (Seek the approval of God, not man) – John 12:42-43 

Seeking the approval of those around us is not entirely bad.  We all look for recognition, acceptance and fellowship with 
those around us.  What are some examples of seeking man’s approval is positive and beneficial? 

What are some examples you see, or have experience personally, in which such approval conflicted with Scripture? 

Sometimes as Christians we are forced to make choices regarding things in our lives that conflict with our faith and belief 
in Jesus.  Many times, this is driven by a “man’s approval” situation (i.e. Job, Political stance, Friendships, etc.).   Discuss 
as a group how to walk through such situations, especially when there are real world consequences at stake. 

  

 

 

What was clear today is that all have the choice to believe in Jesus or not and that God has made the 
world in such a way that all are without excuse for not recognizing his presence.  The Bible is full of 
people throughout time that have chosen not to believe in God and then chooses to turn them over 
to their own desires.  However, this doesn’t change our mission as Christians to live a life that is 
guided by Christ and be witnesses directly through sharing the Gospel and indirectly by living out the 
Gospel in our lives. 

We can’t change unbelievers, we can only allow God to use us as tools to reach the lost.  Sometimes 
that requires sacrifice on our part by seeking God’s approval over mans.  Try to identify any areas in 
your life that you have been focusing on man’s approval and ensure it doesn’t stand in conflict with 
your seeking of God’s approval.  Furthermore, think of how you can prepare to pour into someone 
that needs to shift their approval seeking from man to that of God. 

 

Living It Out 


