
This Week’s Scripture: Nehemiah 1-2:8 (Leadership, Vision to Action)  

Feet to Faith Review:  Who accepted Pastor Todd’s challenge or dedicating to deep scripture and 
prayer time daily this week?  What have been the fruit from that effort thus far? 

Message Points this Week: 

1. Lens of Reality – See the problem for what it is. 
2. Lens of Self – Know God can use you. 
3. Lens of Prayer – Connect with God’s power. 

Introduction:  As we move to this 4 week series on Nehemiah, we are first faced with the 
topic of leadership, or being a leader.  In what ways do you see yourself as a leader in life?  If you don’t consider yourself a 
leader, why not? 

Discussion Point 1 (Lens of Reality – See the problem for what it is) 

Quickly go around the room and give something that you see as a problem in your life, or in this world, that truly burdens you 
and what do you see as the root of that problem. 

Read Nehemiah 1:3-4:  Nehemiah was given news of a real problem back in Jerusalem.  How is his reaction to a problem 
different from what we might see today from people, or ourselves? 

Looking locally at Tabernacle and our current children’s facility.  What problems have you heard currently exist, or know 
currently exist? 

Discussion Point 2 (Lens of Self – Know God can use you) 

Considering the problem you mentioned earlier that causes you burden, circle back around the room and discuss the 
limitation you believe exist in solving that problem; specifically with your ability to help solve it. 

For most that feel unable to effect change, the feeling is that the problem is either too big for them to solve, their contribution 
is too small to make a real difference or some sort of combination of both.  How can this mentality place limits on God? 

Do you know of a time in your life when you might have put limitations on God working through you in a situation you 
thought was too big or one in which your contribution would be too small? 

Discussion Point 3 (Lens of Prayer – Connect with God’s power) 

<Read Nehemiah 1:5-11> 

What major things stand out to you regarding Nehemiah’s prayer to God regarding the problem in Jerusalem? 

For months Nehemiah had the burden of Jerusalem on his mind.  We can assume from the text that he continued to pray and 
even fasted at some level till the day the King inquired about this sadness.  When was the last time that you consistently 
prayed about something you were burdened with for an extended period of time? 

Read Nehemiah 2:4 – Nehemiah was fearful in bringing up his burden to the king in the first place, but his willingness to share 
opened a door as the king asked Nehemiah what he was requesting.  However, notice how at that moment, before answering 
the king, Nehemiah went to prayer.  What does this tell you about the power and speed of prayer? 

Share an example in your life when you have had to rely on “expedited” prayer.  How did God work in your life at that 
moment? 

 

 

While it is true that we can’t solve all the world’s problems; it is also true that we are not to sit back and 
do nothing about them.  The key is to identify the problems that God has placed on your heart for action 
and to then seek him for an understanding of that problem, knowledge of how you can be used to affect 
change and rely on the power of constant and meaningful prayer to receive guidance and direction.   

Consider some of the problems listed today in the group.  Continue on your challenge from Pastor Todd 
to remain in scripture and prayer and ask God to reveal himself in such a way that there is no doubt that 
he is involved and so after we accomplish what he has called us to do, there is no way that we can get 
the credit. 

Living It Out 


