
This Week’s Scripture: John 7:1-13 (Safe Spaces)  

Main Points Today: 

1. Unbelief wants Jesus for selfish reasons. 
2. Unbelief goes along with the world. 
3. Unbelief seeks self-exultation, not God’s glory. 

Introduction: This week’s message begins with an illustration of 
“Safe Spaces”.  This is a relative new phenomenon in our 
culture in which people seek areas in which their thoughts and 
beliefs are not criticized or attacked.  Discuss as a group this 
concept of safe spaces, how you see them and how they are 
potentially affecting the Christian faith today.    

1. Discussion Point 1 (Unbelief wants Jesus for Selfish Reasons): 

In today’s world, how do you see people claiming association with Jesus for selfish reasons? 

Other than the obvious problem with salvation, what are some of the other unintended consequences that can come 
from people associating with Jesus for selfish reasons? 

What are some ways that you feel you can measure yourself and identify others as having an honorable relationship 
with Christ? 

Discussion Point 2 (Unbelief goes along with the world): 

While there are many reasons why one my night have unbelief, some of the signs of unbelief are clear.  Most notably 
is the willingness to allow scripture to be modified or reinterpreted based on the social winds of the day.  What are 
some examples that you can think of where this is happening today? 

People are passionate for what they truly believe in.  Whether it be a favorite team, favorite food or charitable 
cause…we normally can’t sway people away from the things they hold near and dear to their heart.  However, for the 
teachings of the Bible, this rule doesn’t necessarily apply in the same way.  Society has a habit of embracing the things 
of God that they personally like and favor and ignore or attack the things that they don’t like or affect them.  What 
has been a challenging teaching in scripture that you find hard to embrace or defend? 

For the thing(s) you find hard to embrace or defend, how do you honor Christ if challenged by an unbeliever on the 
matter? 

How does God’s Grace fit into such matters? 

Discussion Point 3 (Unbelief seeks self-exultation, not God’s glory): 

One of the best ways we can measure anything that we think, say, or do is to ask ourselves, “Does this thought, 
statement or action bring God glory?”  Doing this forces us to justify those things biblically and not by our own scale.  
What does “bringing God glory” mean to you? 

 

 

Today’s message and tonight’s discussion should be a “mirror moment” for all of us.  If there is one thing 
that we all could do more often is self-evaluate our thoughts, speech and actions in relation to our 
relationship with Jesus and goal of bringing God glory in all we do.  This is not easy, and even painful, to 
do.  However, committing to such practice can tremendously increase the integrity of our relationship 
with Christ and how others see us in that relationship. 

This week, make take a moment and write down just one thing that you know you struggle with and 
might not be bringing God much glory.  Research that topic in scripture, discuss with a trusted disciple, 
spouse or friend.  But most of all pray about it.  See how God moves in your life by honoring him with 
such a humble effort and how that journey can become a tool to help someone else or stand strong in 
times of trial and tribulation regarding your faith. 
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