
This Week’s Scripture: John 11:1-44 (Seeking & Seeing the Glory of 
God in Tragedy) 

 

Main Points Today: 

1. The Miracle was for God’s Glory, not Lazarus’s 
2. Trust Jesus as your Source for Resurrection and Eternal Life 
3. When Tragedy Strikes, Turn to Jesus for Comfort 
4. Look for Purpose in Tragedy and Ways to Bring God Glory 
5. In Tragedy, Ask God for Perspective and Understanding 

 

Introduction:  Todd’s opening today was an illustration of being stuck in traffic and how frustrating that can be.  What is 
a common situation that you find most frustrating in your life? 

Discussion Point 1 (The Miracle was for God’s Glory) 

In today’s case, Jesus brought Lazarus back from the dead…pretty significant and notable miracle.  However, 
God still performs miracles all the time, yet many of the miracles we hear about are normally centered around 
other people, other people’s actions and might include a minor hint of God’s involvement.  What is the most 
recent notable event in your life that you clearly give God glory for? 

What is the practical value in giving God the glory for all the miraculous things in your life?? 

Discussion Point 2 (Trust Jesus as your Source for Resurrection and Eternal Life): 

For many, death is the end all say all to the worst thing that could possibly happen to them.  How might you 
expect someone’s life to be different if they truly believe that their ultimate fear was off the table? 

Discussion Point 3 (When Tragedy Strikes, Turn to Jesus for Comfort): 

What does finding comfort in Jesus during tragedy look like to you?   

Discussion Point 4 (Look for Purpose in Tragedy and Ways to Bring Glory to God): 

For parents, losing a young child might be the worst possible tragedy one could think of.  Consider such a 
scenario and discuss as a group some ways in which purpose and glory to God can be found?   

Discussion Point 5 (In Tragedy, Ask God for Perspective and Understanding): 

Discuss a recent scenario in which you had to seek, or are seeking, perspective and understanding in your life?   

 What value did, or will, you gain from seeking and obtaining perspective and understanding? 

 

 

 

In the world of tragedy, there is only so much we all can do to prepare for such situations.  Too 
many times when we hear of tragedies, we simply say to ourselves, “I couldn’t imagine going 
through that.” Or “I couldn’t imagine what that must be like”.  While somewhat true, the reality is 
that we can imagine what such scenarios would be like and consider what our responses may be.  
This may seem morbid, but truth is that horrible things could happen to any one of us at any 
time…and taking the time to consider such scenarios, seek understanding and perspective now of 
other’s situations, could be the greatest exercise in preparation possible.  However, doing so, also 
gives us a chance to seek God’s council, commit to honoring him and using such efforts to pour into 
others during their time of need.  Take time to find out your families fears this week and use it as an 
opportunity to talk about how they could look to, and rely on, God during those times. 

 

Living It Out 


