
This Week’s Scripture: Nehemiah 4 (Take Action)  

Feet to Faith Review:  Last week we left off with the concept of being “called’ to 
something greater through our faith in Jesus Christ.  Each was asked to consider what 
your calling is in your faith.  Take a moment and discuss how you feel Jesus is calling you 
to serve in this life you are living now. 

Message Points this Week: 

1. When facing opposition, turn to God in prayer. 
2. When opposition presents new challenges, change the plan instead of giving up. 
3. When facing opposition, remember the vision. 
4. When facing opposition, stay the course. 

Introduction:  Today we review the opposition Nehemiah faced in his pursuit of rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem.  We all 
face opposition in our lives…especially when pursuing our Christian Calling.  What kind of opposition have you faced in your 
Christian walk?  How did it make you feel and how did you respond? 

Discussion Point 1 (When facing opposition, turn to God in prayer) 

What are some reasons that we should expect opposition as Christians? 

We see all the major characters of the bible turning to prayer in time of opposition and need, most notably we see Jesus do 
this.  How has prayer served you in your times of need and opposition? 

Discussion Point 2 (When opposition presents new challenges, change the plan instead of giving up) 

Have you ever given up on a plan because you felt that you faced too much opposition?  If yes, explain? 

Nehemiah became aware of the plot to sabotage the efforts on the wall (Nehemiah 4:8). However, his response was not to 
give up on the wall.  Instead he modified the plan to counter the opposition and continue on with the wall building efforts.  
What do you believe separates a decision to press on and a decision to quit? 

Discussion Point 3 (When facing opposition, remember the vision) 

Vision, in the context we are discussing is defined as – unusal discernment, forseight, or direct mystical awareness of the 
supernatural.  How do you think we can separate ideas we, or someone else, may have from vision?   

Vision is a powerful thing.  Vision has led to the conquering and establishment of entire nations, vision has led to men being 
placed on the moon and it is God’s vision for us that has allowed for salvation through Jesus Christ.  What is it about vision 
that is so powerful? 

Discussion Point 4 (When facing opposition, stay the course) 

**Read Nehemiah 4:15-16** - We see hear that Nehemiah not only modified the plan, but he modified it in a way to 
ensure the plan moved forward.  This modification didn’t promise peace, it didn’t necessarily protect them from conflict; 
however, it equipped the people for continuing the work on the wall.  How is a “never give up” approach to a situation 
from a leader inspiring? 

What teaching moments and benefits come from staying the course on things we are involved within our Christian walk?  
What consequences come from quitting? 

 

 

Today we heard about and discussed facing opposition.  However, that opposition came from Nehemiah having 
a vision and putting that vision to action.  If there is one vision we should all share as Christians, it is sharing the 
Gospel will all that we can.  In pursuit of following that vision, we will all face opposition.  Sometimes that 
opposition comes from outside factors; however, sometimes that opposition comes from ourselves, our doubts 
and our fears. 

Consider this week where God is calling you to pursue a vision, or be involved in one.  Identify the 
opposition, whether external or internal, and commit to prayer for how to overcome such opposition in 
your life.  Don’t be afraid to modify the plan as necessary and rely on your belief in the vision to guide 
you, motivate you and convict you.  Most of all, stay the course.   
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